| 50 TouRS of a LIFETIME

This extended float in remote eastern Honduras penetrates
the heart of Central America’s primal rain forest.

IF E05TA RICA, famous for
its cloud forest, seems over-
run h:r' eceotourists, then
Hantluras is its lesser-known
cousin. This Central Ameri-
wan nation, a mere two-hour
Hlight from Miarmi, offers
rain forest splendor without
the crowds—and on a sur-
Pri:ijng]_'_; gr:md scale,

To discover the primal
core of castern Honduras’s
Moskitia
the “Little Amazon™
the "Ral'ting the Rio Platano™

sometimes called
take

tour (Mesoamerican Eco-
tourism Alliance, 303-440-
13625 wivw: travelwithmea, org;
14 days; $2,850), For days on
end you'll see wildlife and
virgin forest but no other
travelers. This was the
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hauntiuqlv Temote redion

On day five you board

. : | 5 % % :
P{:rtravtgd in the 1986 Harri- | rafts and begin vour c:ghl-

son Ford flick The Mosquito
Coast, an area named for its
natives, rather than insects.
From the capital, 'llt_l‘uri-
galpa, you're shuttled by
four-wheel-drive vehicle
northeast to the Rio Platano
Hin.xp]u*n* Reserve, a1.3-
million-acre rain forest as
]:ig as |:'|."{'Fg|€l[:|{'.‘é Mational
Park,. Aftera ||i]_,_l|h| in the vil-
lage of Bonanza, you hike 11
miles (with pack mules) over
twa days to reach your put-
in on the river. En route,
you stop to explore, with
the: help of an arc'l‘l.‘.t*t:]ng[:—il =
the pre-Columbian ruin
of Lancetillal, with plazas,
altars, and petroglyphs,

dav Hoat downstream

toward the Caribbean. Ex-
pect Class 11 and 111 1'npi:].l;.
Keep an eye open for blue
morpho buttertlies; hun-
dreds of species of birds, in-
l'll.ll.li.l'l.g toucans and macaws;
and assorted mammals,
including tapirs, peccaries
{wild pigs), otters, maonkeys,
and maybe a jaguar or
cougar. You might also get to
|'|1'r_'L' fresh limes and bananas.
“The animals aren’t used
T 5'."':“1&5 'l'.l{'f.l])]l.", S }'Ou Can
raft super-close to them and
th:'}' don’t run away,” says
Robert Gallardo, a naturalist
and guide who lives near the

(_;n]'uc'un ruins in Honduras

Rafters brave
Class 111 rapids
through deep
rain forests in

Honduras.

and has been :-:ur\'c*_\'ing]:irﬂ
species in the reserve,

Gallarde's favorite part
of the Rio Plitano run is El
Subterraneo, a gorge full of
house-size boulders where
the river plunges out of sight
and the group has to schlep
the boats alu:lg a rocky
portage. Downstream await
pcrr:}g]}'p]‘lﬁ az well as inc]ig-
enous communities of Pech
and Miskito Indians. In the
village of Las Marias, you
m'ctrnight in a thatched
bunkhouse before n-m-hjng
the coast. The finale is a stay
at the luxurious [.m!gi' at
Fico Bonito.

“MNature tourism is just
getting started in Moskitia,”
Gallardo says. “This is a hug{'
wilderness that deserves
maonre 1'1:('O_Q'Jlitl.ﬂn .ll'lil

maore protection.”



